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SIR RODERICK MURCHISON.

[1818.

Ahout the middle of March (1818) Mr. and Mrs. Mur-
chison quitted Rome for a leisurely journey homewards.
At Florence they lingered for three weeks, chiefly among
the galleries and museums. Again his note-books teem with
descriptions and criticisms of the pictures, his later studies
at Rome having given him greater confidence than ever in
his judgments on art. Michael Angelo receives a special
measure of his critical wrath. More interesting is it to
mark that among his notes of Florence some space is
given to an account of the Museum of Natural History,
particularly that portion in which the successive stages in
the growth of animals were illustrated. From Florence the
journey led by short stages, and with many a halt, to
Bologna, Modena, Parma, and Turin, thence by Mont Cenis
into Switzerland, and then by way of Lyons to Paris, and
so home.

Rather more than two years had thus glided away on
the Continent; two memorable years in Murchison's life.
They taught him, in a way which would have been little
likely to occur to him at home, the superiority of such pur-
suits as called for the exercise of thought and taste over the
more frivolous employments of barrack-life.   It is true that
his wife was always at his side to share in his pleasures and
incite him to further perseverance in the new line of occu-
pation.    But her influence was little needed after the first
decided tendency had been given to his inclinations.    He
soon became a far more enthusiastic lover of art than she,
and must no doubt have often tried her bodily strength to
the utmost in his hunt through churches and galleries for
Guidos and Raphaels, Caraccis and Domenichinos, in all
the stages and styles of each painter.    For the time, he wasChttde Harold.)7-18 was spentcellent horseman,
